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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the Applicant's arguments and amendments filed on 
October 31 , 2006, in which claim 1 , 12, and 15-18 have been amended, claims 6-1 1 
have been canceled, and claims 34-37 have been added. Claims 1-5, 12-32, and 34-37 
are currently pending. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone Interview 
with Gary D Yacura on 1 1/21/06. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: please replace claims 26 and 29 
with the followings: 

26. (Currently Amended) A method of determining cells for deletion as part of a network 
upgrade of an existing, live network, comprising: 

generating actual network data for each cell of a given group of cells of the live 
network; 

evaluating the generated data of each cell to a ratio of soft handoff leas to total 
active leas : 
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ordering cells of the group by rank based on the evaluation, said ordering including 
ranking the cells in order of highest ratio of soft handoff legs to total active leas, the 
highest ranked cell being the cell with the highest ratio : and 

deleting the highest ranked cell from the live network. 
29. (Currently Amended) A method of accounting for the effects of inhomogeneity 
inherent in an actual network when evaluating a desired cell coverage, comprising: 

taking into account one or more of terrain of the proposed network, non-unifomi 
traffic distribution within the proposed network, potential clutter in the proposed network 
and site selections reguirements introduced bv potential real estate and zoning 
reguirements for the proposed network : 

ranking cells based on a comparison of statistics generated, for each cell, to ratio of 
soft handoff legs to total active legs : and 

deleting the highest ranked cell. 

4. The application has been amended as follow: Please canceled claim 33 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. After a further search and thorough examination of the present application, and in 
view of the applicant's arguments and amendments, claims 1-5, 6, 12-32, and 34-36 
renumbered as 1-30 respectively, are in condition for allowance. 
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6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Subramanian 
teaches removing the cell having the highest load in the group (typically cells are 
evaluated to select the one having the highest load). 

As per claims 1-5, the Applicant teaches, inter alia, evaluating statistics of each 
cell based a ratio of soft handoff legs to total active legs; ordering cells of the group by 
rank based on the evaluation, said ordering includes ranking the cells in order of highest 
ratio of soft handoff legs to total active legs, the highest ranked cell being the cell with 
the highest ratio; and deleting the highest ranked cell from the network. These 
limitations, in conjunction with all limitations of the Independent claim have not been 
disclosed taught or made obvious over the prior art of record. 

As per claims 37 and 12-25, the Applicant teaches, Inter alia, a second 
evaluating a network parameter related to deletion of the highest ranked cell against a 
given screening criteria to determine the influence the deleted cell has on the network; 
ordering cells of the group by rank based on the evaluation; and allowing deletion of the 
highest ranked cell if the network parameter satisfies the screening criteria, else 
rejecting the deletion of the highest ranked cell. These limitations, in conjunction with all 
limitations of the independent claim have not been disclosed taught or made obvious 
over the prior art of record. 

As per claim 34, the Applicant teaches, inter alia, evaluating statistics of each cell 
based on a total number of simplex and softer-handoff legs per cell; ordering cells of the 
group by rank based on the evaluation, said ordering Including ranking the cells in order 
of lowest number of simplex and softer-handoff legs, the highest ranked cell being the 
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cell with the lowest number of simplex and softer-handoff legs; and deleting the highest 
ranked cell from the network. These limitations, in conjunction with all limitations of the 
independent claim have not been disclosed taught or made obvious over the prior art of 
record. 

As per claim 35, the Applicant teaches, inter alia, evaluating the statistics of each 
cell based on a threshold value for the bin data or mobile user data, the evaluating 
including comparing the bin data or mobile user data for each given cell to the 
threshold; ordering cells of the group by rank based on the evaluation, said ordering 
including ranking the cells in order of the degree at which the bin data or mobile user 
data for a given cell exceeds the threshold, the highest ranked cell beinig the cell having 
bin data or mobile user data exceeding the threshold to the highest degree; and deleting 
the highest ranked cell from the network. These limitations, in conjunction with all 
limitations of the independent claim have not been disclosed taught or made obvious 
over the prior art of record. 

As per claim 36, the Applicant teaches, inter alia, evaluating statistics of each 
cell based on said generated statistics to estimate the impact of cell deletion on a 
population of mobiles or bins in proximity to such cell, and said evaluating including 
calculating a communication parameter for one or more of the mobiles or bins in 
proximity to the cell; ordering cells of the group by rank based on the evaluation, said 
ordering including ranking the cells in order of the lowest adverse effect on a given 
mobile population or bins in an area, based on the evaluation of the calculated 
communication parameter; and deleting the highest ranked cell from the network. These 
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limitations, in conjunction with all limitations of the independent claim have not been 
disclosed taught or made obvious over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications frorn the 
examiner should be directed to Jean A. Gelin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7842. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JGelin 

November 26, 2006 



JEAN GELIN 




